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Honorable Bella 8. Abzug, Chairwoman

Subcommittee on Government Information and
Individual Rights

Commmittee on Government Operations

House of Representatives

Washington, D, ©. 20515

Dear Madam Chairwoman:
This iz in response to your letier dated 25 June 1976 requesting

information concerning the relationships of the Central Intelligence Agency
to Information Digest, .

The CIA does not subscribe to Information Digest now, nor has it
subscribed to it in the past. We have responded te your request on a

yuesiion by question basis and trust that this response eatisfies your inquiry.

Sincerely,

/s, George Bush

George Bush
Director
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_ What CIA entities subscribed to Information Digest (also
periodically called Intelligence Report), and during what periods?

Answer:

No CIA entities presently subscribe or have in the past subscribed
to Information Digest.

g}.ie stion 2:

From what sources other than the publisher did any CIA entity
receive, on a regular or irregular basis, Information Digest (or any
surrogate), and during what periods?

Answer:

During the period from September 1972 until April 1973, the Office
of Security was given copies of Information Digest by a staff member of a
congressional commitieen

Question 3:

What monies were paid by CIA entities, and to which addresses,
for subscriptions or contributions to Information Digest (or any surrogate
or agent thereof)?

Other than the subscription price, is CIA aware of any other
Government funds or monies which were used in any way to support the
activities of Information Digest? If so, please provide a detailed description
of such payments.

Answer:

No Agency monies were paid by CIA entities for subscriptions
or contributions to Information Digest, nor are we aware of any Government
funds used to support the activities of Information Digest.

Question 4:

To what divisions within the CIA, and to what regional offices, was
the Information Dipest (or any surrogate) distributed on either a formal or
informal basis? '

Answer:

The Information Digest issues were maintained within the Office of
Security and were not distributed to any other components. Certain information
from one issue was giyen to the Counterintelligence Staff in 1970.
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(_l_uestion 5.

How was information supplied to CIA entities by the Information Digest
(or any surrogate), or information derived from Information Digest, utilized?
To what entitiies, both internal and external to the CIA, was this information
disseminated by CIA?

Answer:

Material from Information Digest was used as part of the data base
which was accumulated to assces the threat posed to Agency personnel and
facilities by dissidents. The only known dissemination of any items from
Information Digest was through their inclusion in the Situation Information
Reports (SIR's) which were prepared by the Office of Security for internal
use. However, a portion of the SIR's was a calendar of forthcoming events,
and this portion was regularly given to the Secret Service.

Question 6:

What is the legal authority, if any, upon which CIA relied to pay
monies to Information Digest? to utilize its data? to disseminate to other
agencies this material?

Answer:

CIA has paid no monies for Information Digest. The data contained
therein was used for reference purposes and was not of itself the basis
for any action. Regular dissemination outside the Agency was to the Secret
Service. The only information they received was that which concerned planned
dissident activities. This information was used to help protect the President
of the United States. A

(_Q_uestion T

How is information received from Information Digest currently stored?
Has the data been integrated into active or inactive files maintained by CIA on
particular individuals or groups? In what manner or form may the information
derived from Information Digest be retrieved?

Answer:

The Office of Security has an inactive ‘'one volume file labeled "Information
Digest" which contains all copies of the Information Digests which have been
received. These issues are dated from 8 September 1972 until 27 April 1973.
Names of individuals and groups mentioned in the newsletter were indexed and
may be retrieved by a check of the indices; however, none of the information was
integrated into any of the active or inactive files. In addition, information from
one issue was found in an inactive counterintelligence file.

4
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What information, if any, did CIA, its entities, or agents, supply
to Information Digest (or any surrogate), or its agents? Please describe
in detail the nature of any such information given or shared; the legal
basis for such exchange; and the identity of CIA entities which supplied
such information.

Answer:

The CIA has supplied no information to Information Digest or its
agents.

gue stion 9:

"If a formal or informal relationship existed between CIA, its components
or agents to supply information to Information Digest or its agents, by whose
authority within the CIA was such relationship initiated and approved?

Answer:
No such relationship existed whereby we would supply information
to Information Digest (or its agents). '

Questiion 10:

Is the CIA aware of any instance in which a Governmental entity supplied
information on individuals or organizations to Information Digest or its agents?
Please provide details of any such arrangements.

Answer:
The Agency is not aware of any such arrangements.

Question 11:

Does CIA currently subscribe to or receive publications similar
to Information Digest; and if so, for what purposes?

Answer:

If "similar publications" is defined to be domestically published
newsletters which collectively represent the broad range of political thought,
the Agency receives several "similar publications". These are Intelligence
Report, published by the Center for National Security Studies; Evans-Novak

.Political report, published by Evans-Novak Political Report Company; and

Washington Report, published by the American Security Council. These
publications are subscribed to for library information and reference purposes.

¢
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L2O 1] RYAN, CALIE,

: CLARENCE J. BROWIE, OO
JOHN CONYERS, JR., MIH,

FAUL, N. MCCLOSKEY, JR., CALIF,

o fg::zsergszAgm:fm. MASS, NINETY-FOURTH CONGRESS 2253741
g Congress of the United States —————
Bouse of Representatives L Kb T
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS )
e CLC. Jb 15

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

RaYBURN House OFFICE BulLbing, Room B-343-B-C
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

June 25, 1976

Honorable George Bush
Director '

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Bush:

The Subcommittee has documentary evidence that the Central
Intelligence Agency has utilized Jnformation Digest, a secret and
confidential mimeographed newsletter ostensibly published privately
and sent to some 40 law-enforcement and intelligence agency subscribers.
A recent New York State investigation described this publication as
"a sophisticated, right wing intelligence newsletter which for the
last seven years has supplied police departments throughout the United
States with derogatory information on liberals and the left.'! My own
inspection of several copies of this publication strongly suggests
its contents are based upon a nationwide network of hidden informants,
often law-enforcement comnected, that have infiltrated a wide spectrum
of non-violent groups exercising their Constitutional rights.

I wish to know:

(1) What CIA entities subscribed to Information Digest (also
periodically called Intelligence Report), and during what
periods?

(2) From what sources other than the publisher did any CIA
entity receive, on a regular or irregular basis, Information
Digest (or any surrogate), and during what periods?

In other words, what private and/or governmental sources also
supplied or exchanged with CIA copies of, or data derived from
Information Digest?

(3) What monies were paid by CIA entities, and to which addresses,
for subscriptions or contributions to Information Digest (or
any surrogate or agent thercof)?
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Honorable George Bush
June 25, 1976 4 Page 2

4

(5)

(6)

(7

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

Other than thw subscription price, is CIA aware of any other
government funds or monies which were used in any way to support

the activitizs of Information Digest? If so, please provide a

detailed description of such payments.

To what divisions within the CIA, and to what regional offices,
was the Information Digest (or any surrogate) distributed on
either a formal or informal basis?

How was information supplied to CIA entities by the Information
Digest (or any surrogate), or information derived from Information
Digest, utilized? To what entities, both internal and externa

to the CIA, was this inforamtion disseminated by CIA?

What is the legal authority, if any, upon which CIA relied to pay
monies to Information Digest? to utilize its data? to disseminate
to other agencies this material?

How is information received from Information Digest currently
stored? Has the data been integrated into active or inactive
files maintained by CIA on particular individuals or groups?
In what mamner or form may the information derived from
Information Digest be retrieved?

What information, if any, did CIA, its entities, or agents, supply
to Information Digest (or any surrogate), or its agents? Please
describe in detaill the nature of any such information given or
shared; the legal basis for such exchange; and the identity of

CIA entities which supplied such information.

If a formal or informal relationship existed between CIA, its
components, or agents to supply information to Information Digest
or its agents, by whose authority within the CIA was such relation-
ship initiated and approved?

Is the CIA aware of any instance in which a governmental entity
supplied information on individuals or organizations to
Information Digest or its agents? Please provide details of
any such arrangements.

Does CIA currently subscribe to or receive publications similar
to Information Digest; and if so, for what purposes?
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June 25, 1976

Honorable George Bush
Director ‘

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Mr. Bush:

The Subcommittee has documentary evidence that the Central
Intelligence Agency has utilized JInformation Digest, a secret and
confidential mimeographed newsletTer ostensibly published privately
and sent to some 40 law-enforcement and intelligence agency subscribers.
A recent New York State investigation described this publication as
""a sophisticated, right wing intelligence newsletter which for the
last seven years has supplied police departments throughout the United
States with derogatory information on liberals and the left.' My own
inspection of several copies of this publication strongly suggests
its contents are based upon a nationwide network of hidden informants,
often law-enforcement comnected, that have infiltrated a wide spectrun
of non-violent groups exercising their Constitutional rights.

I wish to know:

(1) What CIA entities subscribed to Information Digest (also
periodically called Intelligence Report), and during what
periods?

(2) From what sources other than the publisher did any CIA
entity receive, on a regular or irregular basis, Information
Digest (or any surrogate), and during what periods?

In other words, what private and/or governmental sources also
supplied or exchanged with CIA copies of, or data derived from
Information Digest?

(3) What monies were paid by CIA entities, and to which addresses,
for subscriptions or contributions to Information Digest (or
any surrogate or agent thereof)?
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Other than the subscription price, is CIA aware of any other
- government funds or monies which were used in any way to support
the activitizs of Information Digest? If so, please provide a
detailed description of such payments.

To what divisions within the CIA, and to what regional offices,
was the Information Digest (or any surrogate) distributed on
either a formal or informal basis?

How was information supplied to CIA entities by the Information
Digest (or any surrogate), or information derived from Information
Digest, utilized? To what entitics, both internal and externa

to the CIA, was this inforamtion disseminated by CIA?

What is the legal authority, if any, upon which CIA relied to pay

monies to Information Digest? to utilize its data? to disseminate

to other agencies this material?

How is information received from Information Digest currently
stored? Has the data been integrated into active or inactive
files maintained by CIA on particular individuals or groups?
In what mamner or form may the information derived from
Information Digest be retrieved?

What information, if any, did CIA, its entities, or agents, supply
to Information Digest (or any surrogate), or its agents? Please
describe in detail the nature of any such information given or
shared; the legal basis for such exchange; and the identity of
CIA entities which supplied such information,

If a formal or informal relationship existed between CIA, its
components, or agents to supply information to Information Digest

or its agents, by whose authority within the CIA was such relation-

ship initiated and approved?

Is the CIA aware of any instance in which a governmental entity
supplied information on individuals or organizations to
Information Digest or its agents? Please provide details of
any such arrangements.

Does CIA currently subscribe to or receive publications similar
to Information Digest; and if so, for what purposes?
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Honorable George Bush

June 25, 1976 Page 3

If you or your staff have any questions concerning this request,

please contact Subcommittee Professional Staff Member Robert Fink at
225-3741.

I look forward to receiving your detailed response, on or before
July 8, 1976.

SR O

Sincerely,

M &}aﬂ é 27 ,% |
BELLA S. ABZUG :

Chairwoman
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